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SJCOG, Inc. 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

SUBJECT: Connolly Union Livestock Preserve Purchase 
and Preserve Management Plan 

   
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Motion to 1) Approve the Conservation 

Easement Purchase and 2) Approve the 
Preserve Management Plan (PMP) for the 
Preserve Site 

 

DISCUSSION: 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Connolly Union Livestock Properties being considered are a total of 1,270 
+/- acre.  The landowner and SJCOG, Inc. contemplate an easement purchase 
under the habitat plan of approximately 1,200 +/- acres on the property for 
mitigation. The property is located west of the City of Tracy in the Southwest 
Zone. The potential preserve is adjacent to existing SJCOG, Inc. preserves in 
the Southwest Zone area, also shown in the attachment 1 and 2. 
 
With the easement purchase, SJCOG, Inc. staff has written this draft PMP to 
be consistent with the existing Preserve Management Plans of grassland 
habitat in the Southwest Zone for management economies of scale for species under the SJMSCP.  
The easement will serve for habitat for various species while providing mitigation for impacts 
under the habitat plan in the Southwest and Central Southwest Transition Zones. 
 
There have been historical records of burrowing owl, San Joaquin kit fox corridor range, and other 
species on/near the property in the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB).  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
A motion to the SJCOG, Inc. Board to  

 1) approve the conservation easement purchase, and  
 2) approve the preserve management plan.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
 
SJCOG, Inc. would accept a grasslands habitat easement on 1,200 +/- acres under the SJMSCP.  
 

 Easement = $1,200,000 (1,200 +/- acres x $1,000 per acre) 



 Endowment = $5,613,864 (1,200 +/- acres x $4,678.22 per acre for 2020 endowment or 
amount at closing) 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The Connolly Union Livestock properties are located along the I-580 corridor 
west of the City of Tracy in the Southwest Zone. The properties consist of an 
active cattle operation that serves as habitat for several SJMSCP covered 
species. The conservation easement would cover 1,200 +/- acres of existing 
natural grassland habitat to mitigate for this project’s development impacts in 
the Southwest and Central Southwest Transition Zone under the SJMSCP.   
 
The draft PMP (attachment 3), prepared by ICF, reflects the existing Preserve 
Management Plans for grassland preserves in the Southwest Zone for economy of 
scale on long term monitoring activities.  Their limited enhancements were planned 
to the landscape of the property other than squirrel abatement.  Any additional 
future enhancements not displayed in Table 1 would be brought back as a 
supplemental PMP in cooperation with the landowner.   
 

Table 1 – Enhancements for Row and Field Crop/Riparian Preserves 
Enhancement Potential Under SJMSCP Y N N/A 
Use of Herbicides, pesticides, and/or rodenticide in accordance with Sect. 5.4.5(M) & 5.4.7.1 X   
Create, expand or restore riparian area to enhance nesting  X  
Plant elderberry plants for VELB  X  
Enhance foraging habitat using native grass and forb species (Appendix N)  X  
Install roosting or nest sites and platforms  X  
Fencing of riparian areas  X  
Install bat boxes   X 
Maintain water quality within creeks and wetlands (e.g. red-legged frog habitat)   X 
Create burrowing owl burrows  X  
Eliminate invasive and undesirable species  X  
Plant vegetation (e.g. tules, blackberry thickets & cattails for tricolor blackbird/GGS)  X  

 

COMMITTEE ACTIONS: 
 

 Habitat Technical Advisory Committee: Recommended Approval 
 SJCOG, Inc. Board – Action Required 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  
 

1. Overview Preserve Location Map 
2. Preserve Location Map 
3. Preserve Management Plan 

 

Prepared by:  Steven Mayo, Program Manager  



ATTACHMENT 1 

 



ATTACHMENT 2 
 



ATTACHMENT 3 
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Figure 1 
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Figure 2
Connolly Union Livestock Property Preserve
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Figure 3
Connolly Union Livestock Property Preserve and

Other Conservation Easements in the Vicinity
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ArcGIS Online Aerial Source: Maxar 2019    CNDDB Date: September, 2020

Code Species Name Code Species Name
AMCA California Tiger Salamander NEFURI Riparian Wood Rat
AMGR Large Flowered Fiddleneck PEININ San Joaquin Pocket Mouse
ANPA pallid bat PHCOFR California Horned lizard
ARELOC California glossy snake PLTOTO Townsend’s Big Eared Bat
DIHEBE Berkeley Kangaroo Rat RAAUDR California Red-legged Frog
ERALC California horned lark RABO Foothill Yellow-Legged Frog
EUPECA Western mastiff bat SCHA Western Spadefoot Toad
FACO Merlin SPCU Burrowing Owl
FAME Prairie Falcon TATA American Badger
MAFLRU San Joaquin Whipsnake VUMAMU San Joaquin Kit Fox
MARA Showy Madia


